During the whole of the winter of 1838-9, scarlet fever has prevailed in this town and neighbourhood; and the district to the southeast between this place and the coast has been visited with it very generally. Its diffusion has been slow, but this is one of the most curious circumstances of the disease. A great proportion of the cases have terminated fatally, which is my chief reason for writing on the subject. In the village of Kilconquhar nine have died out of eighteen or nineteen who were seized. About Colinsburgh and the Largoward district it has been equally fatal, there having been in some families three or four deaths. And in the united villages of Elie and Earlsferry, about one-half of those seized have died. In this town and immediate neighbourhood, the mortality has likewise been great. Thus its destructive nature makes it a subject of deep interest, as scarlet fever has not heretofore been always considered a dangerous disease.
At first sight it may be doubted whether this disease is not the cynanche maligna, as this latter affection sometimes makes its appearance as an epidemic; but from all the instances that have 
